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At Mount Pleasant Group of Cemeteries,
we work with you to make sure that your
ﬁnal arrangements are as memorable as
the life they celebrate. Our purpose is to
provide each and every person with care,
compassion and choice, while meeting all
their cultural and budgetary needs. The
memories of life and the wishes of loved
ones are the heart of everything we do.
Mount Pleasant Group of Cemeteries is
one of the largest cemetery organizations
in the province, owning and operating ten
cemeteries in the Greater Toronto Area.
We have been providing caring and
professional service to the community
since our organization was founded in
1826. As a non-proﬁt and non-sectarian
organization, we provide caring service
to everyone, regardless of his or her
afﬁliation or religious beliefs.
The information in this brochure will give
you a good overview of your planning
options with us and introduce you to our
ten cemeteries.
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The Benefits
of Pre-Planning


Although planning your ﬁnal arrangements can
be hard to think about, pre-planning gives you
the beneﬁt of controlling the details and making
sure you are remembered exactly how you want.
Our Pre-Planning Advisors will help answer all
your questions, weigh your options and take you
through every step of the process.



Why Pre-Plan?


Alleviate the burden on family and friends.
When somebody passes away without prearranging their cemetery and funeral services,
their loved ones can be left with tough decisions
and a great deal of uncertainty during an
already difﬁcult time. By pre-planning, you will
make your wishes known, provide direction to
the executor of your estate, and avoid any
important decisions being inﬂuenced by grief
or other emotions.
Take time to make an informed decision.
Planning ahead can be very comforting
because it gives you the opportunity to make
an informed decision about your funeral and
cemetery services and the form of memorial
you prefer. With time on your side, you can
relax and give real thought to the details of
your arrangements.

Protection from rising costs due to inflation.
Pre-planning allows you to purchase your services
at today’s prices, free from inﬂationary pressures in
the future. You will also gain peace of mind knowing
that your family and friends will be relieved of
the ﬁnancial burden often associated with making
arrangements when a death occurs.
Guaranteed Contracts and Cancellation Privileges
Your payment(s) go into our Pre-Need Trust Fund,
and you will receive a contract outlining the
terms and conditions of your purchase and your
cancellation privileges. All of the terms and
conditions will be fully explained to you by one of
our helpful professionals.
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Talking to Loved Ones
About Pre-Planning


If you are reading this information with a loved one
in mind, you might be wondering how to broach the
subject of pre-planning their ﬁnal arrangements.
An open conversation can bring tremendous peace
of mind on all sides, so here are some scenarios
that can help start an honest discussion with your
loved one.
A loved one asks you to be an executor
of his or her will.
This is one of the most natural opportunities to
introduce the subject of his or her ﬁnal arrangements.
Your loved one brings up the topic
on his or her own.
This is not unusual, especially if your loved one has
recently experienced the death of someone they
care about. The important thing is to listen and
encourage their need to talk about their feelings
and wishes.

Your loved one is seriously ill.
In this situation, you may feel as though talking
about ﬁnal arrangements is the equivalent
of giving up hope. Therefore, approach the
discussion in the context of ensuring your loved
one’s last wishes are fulﬁlled should death occur.
The subject comes up naturally.
If you are visiting a cemetery, for example,
this can be the appropriate occasion to ask
your loved one about his or her wishes.
Discuss your own arrangements.
This will make the conversation more of a
sharing experience and will help your loved one
feel more at ease.
Everyone benefits from pre-planning.
There are many decisions to be made, and
an honest discussion is the first step in
making ﬁnal arrangements that truly celebrate
your loved one’s life the way he/she would
have wanted.
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When A Death Occurs


When a death occurs, having an idea of what to
expect will help you stay calm and keep from
getting overwhelmed. The following will provide
a guideline of what you will have to consider
when a death occurs.
If you are at home when an unexpected death
occurs, the ﬁrst thing you should do is dial 911.
Emergency Services will be dispatched. You may
contact a funeral home to make arrangements
to transfer your loved one. If it is decided that
an autopsy is required, the deceased will be
taken to the coroner’s facility before they can be
transferred to the funeral home. The timing
of the release of the body from the coroner to
funeral home will be discussed with you.
If the death occurs at a hospital or nursing home,
you can contact a funeral home to arrange to
transfer your loved one.



What Should You Do?


Notification
The deceased’s relatives, friends and employer
should be notiﬁed. If the deceased was an
active member of a religious community, his or
her spiritual leader should also be alerted.
The clergy can be a source of great comfort
during this difﬁcult period.
Cemetery Arrangements
If cemetery arrangements have been preplanned, contact the cemetery right away,
then advise your funeral home. They will need
to know the name of the cemetery where the
arrangement was made, what type of service
you want, and the location of interment rights,
found on the Interment Rights Certiﬁcate.
If cemetery arrangements have not been made,
the next steps will be to choose a cemetery,
decide how much you want to spend, select
ground burial, entombment or cremation, and
determine the details of the memorial.

Funeral Arrangements
If the funeral has been pre-planned, contact the
funeral home handling the arrangements. If you have
not already chosen a funeral home, contact your
preferred cemetery to learn about the funeral home
options in your area. If you have not selected a
cemetery, the knowledgeable professionals at any
of our ten cemeteries would be happy to assist you.
The Information Needed to Make Arrangements
In order to make cemetery arrangements, you will
need the deceased’s full name, full address, date
and place of death, date and place of birth and full
name of the next of kin. Your funeral provider will
also need the deceased’s Social Insurance Number
for the Statement of Death.
Financial Considerations
You don’t want to be thinking about money during
such an emotional time, but some things must be
taken care of, such as interment rights and cemetery
service fees. If ﬁnancial assistance is required, we can
inform you of some organizations that can help.
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Our Pre-Planning Advisors


Our multilingual, multicultural Pre-Planning
Advisors are here to make things easy for you and
will work with you to plan your ﬁnal arrangements
exactly the way you want them. Knowledgeable,
honest and open, they can answer all your questions
and take you through every step of the pre-planning
process according to your own comfort level.
You can make an appointment with a Pre-Planning
Advisor by contacting the cemetery ofﬁce near
you or by visiting the Pre-Planning Advisors section
of our website at mountpleasantgroup.com.
We would be happy to meet with you in our ofﬁces,
or if you are unable to come to us, one of our
Pre-Planning Advisors will come to you.



Your
Commemorative
Options

The number of ways to make your ﬁnal
arrangements is as limitless as your imagination.
Your personal needs and preferences are always
taken into account, whether they are religious,
traditional or ﬁnancial. Across our ten cemeteries,
we have a full range of burial options, facilities and
products to accommodate your commemorative
needs. Even if you are not sure what form of
commemoration you prefer, we will be happy
to assist you. From cremation to entombment,
from memorial services to traditional markers,
the decisions are all yours and we will work with
you every step of the way to make your choices
as easy as possible. The following sections outline
the many options available to you.
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Memorial Services


Memorial services help us give testimony to
the life of the deceased, and are a meaningful
way to express our feelings about the loss of a
loved one. Memorial services can be held in a
place of worship, at one of our Funeral
Centres, at a funeral home, or at another
location that holds special meaning for you
and your family. With Mount Pleasant Group of
Cemeteries, you have the opportunity to work
with an advisor who will help to create a
service that truly reﬂects a life lived, no matter
how simple or elaborate.



Funeral Centres


When our ﬁrst Funeral Centre was opened
at Pine Hills Cemetery in 1999, it was the ﬁrst
time in Toronto that a single facility could hold
a visitation, a funeral, cremation or memorial
service, an interment or burial, and a reception
all in one beautiful setting. Since then, Mount
Pleasant Group of Cemeteries has opened
Funeral Centres at York Cemetery, Elgin
Mills Cemetery, Meadowvale Cemetery and
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, each with their
own unique features.
At Your Convenience
Our modern state-of-the-art facilities provide
a bright and spacious atmosphere where
family and friends can gather to remember
their loved one. All of our Funeral Centres can
be individually customized around your ﬁnal
wishes—however traditional or contemporary.
Our helpful professionals are available at any
time to give you a tour of the facilities and help
you create a beautiful and meaningful tribute.
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Ground Burial


Interment, more commonly known as ground
burial, is still the most common of all cemetery
services. There are a variety of options available
to you when you choose ground burial. In most
cases a single grave or lot can accommodate
either two casket burials or cremations.
Interment Rights are available in various sizes of
graves which can allow for ﬂat memorials or
lots which accommodate upright monuments.



Memorials


When you choose ground burial, we can help
you create a memorial that celebrates a life
and serves as a record for future generations.
The most common memorials are upright
granite monuments or ﬂat markers of bronze
or granite set ﬂush with the ground. The options
available are vast and the possibilities for
personal expression are endless. Additional
products such as vases and photoceramics are
also available to complement the memorial.
No matter what approach you want to take,
our advisors and artisans will help create a
memorial tribute of enduring beauty that best
reﬂects the person being remembered.
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Cremation


Mount Pleasant Group of Cemeteries established
Ontario’s ﬁrst crematorium in 1933 and we
have a continuing tradition of providing options
to those who choose cremation. All of our
cemeteries provide innovative options in beautiful
settings dedicated to the memorialization of
cremated remains. Cremation is becoming an
increasingly popular option, and if you are
considering it, the following sections will help
answer your questions and give you an idea of
all the unique cremation memorials that are
available to you.



Advantages of Cremation


Cremation is popular for many different reasons,
including environmental concerns, religious
reasons, and simplicity. One beneﬁt to cremation
is the increased ﬂexibility it provides you,
with respect to the timing of your funeral and
cemetery arrangements. You might, for example,
choose to have a funeral service before the
cremation; a memorial service at the time of
cremation or after the cremation with the urn
present; or a committal service at the ﬁnal
disposition of the cremated remains. Additionally,
we have become a much more mobile society
and often families are spread distances apart.
Cremation allows the ashes to be split among
family members in keepsake urns and jewellery
so their loved one can be with them, wherever
they live.
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What is Cremation?


Cremation is simply one method of preparing
a loved one for memorialization. In a cremation,
the casket is placed in a chamber where the
temperature is raised to roughly 1000ºC. After
approximately 90 minutes, all organic matter
is consumed, leaving behind bone fragments,
known as cremated remains or more commonly
as ashes. The ashes are then processed into ﬁner
particles and placed in a temporary container
or an urn provided by the family.
Ashes can be buried in a cremation grave or
lot, placed in a niche above ground, buried in a
family grave or lot where space and cemetery
by-laws permit or, if you are not ready to make
a decision regarding a ﬁnal resting place at
this time, the ashes can be taken home. Some
individuals request to have their loved one’s
ashes scattered in a meaningful place. Our
advisors will take the time to help you
understand all your options.



Memorialization
After
Cremation

The Urn of Your Choice
We offer a variety of urns covering a wide range
of styles, sizes and prices. Some commonly
chosen options include urns made from wood,
bronze, marble, ceramic, or glass. Our advisors
will be happy to show you a vast array of
available choices.
Cremation Graves
Cremation graves and lots are available for those
who have chosen cremation, and prefer the
elegance of traditional ground burial. Cremation
graves will accommodate up to two urns.
Memorial options available include a marker set
ﬂush with the ground, or an upright monument.
Urn Entombment
A niche is a recessed compartment designed
for the permanent placement of urns. Single
niches for one cremation urn, double niches
for two urns side-by-side, and family niches
for up to four are all available.

An arrangement of niches is called a columbarium
and some columbariums are located in a gathering
hall or mausoleum, while others are located
outdoors, in picturesque settings. Following an urn
entombment, a niche front of granite, marble,
bronze, wood or glass is attached. For a more
personal memorial, glass-fronted niches allow
small tokens or pictures to be placed alongside the
displayed urns and remain visible. Not all types of
niches are available in all columbariums, so please
check with the cemetery ofﬁce for availability.
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Entombment


Many people think that mausoleum entombment
is only for the wealthy who have a private family
mausoleum. The truth is that community
mausolea—like the ones at Mount Pleasant Group
of Cemeteries—make mausoleum entombment
a convenient option available to everyone.
What is Entombment?
Entombment is the interment of human remains
in a tomb or crypt, and is sometimes referred to
as above-ground burial. It involves placing a casket
in an individual compartment, or crypt, within a
mausoleum. The crypt is then sealed and a granite
or marble front is attached.
There are a number of meaningful ways to celebrate a
life through memorials when entombment is chosen.
The crypt front allows for personal inscriptions,
as well as the placement of other personal touches
and meaningful items, including photographs,
emblems and memorial lights.

What is a Mausoleum?
A mausoleum is a building that provides
above-ground burial space or entombment for
a number of different people. It may be a private
family mausoleum, or a community one shared
by unrelated people. Mount Pleasant Group of
Cemeteries currently operates several unique
mausolea across different cemeteries.
What are Crypts?
Crypts are individual compartments designed
to hold casketed remains. Single crypts are
designed for one entombment. We also offer
two types of double crypts—tandem crypts
which permit two entombments lengthwise,
and companion crypts for two entombments
side-by-side or one above the other. Our
community mausolea are typically built ﬁve
crypts high on each ﬂoor. Indoor crypts have
marble fronts, and outdoor crypts have granite
fronts. Most of our mausolea offer a wide
selection of crypts, priced to meet all wishes.



Associated Products
& Services


In addition to the products and services
already detailed, we offer a number of items to
create special remembrances and give that
added, personal touch to any service.
White Dove Service
The release of white doves is a wonderful
tribute to the life of a loved one. It provides
a touching commemoration, while leaving
everyone in attendance with a message of
peace and goodwill. The solitary splendour
of one white dove in ﬂight is an exceptionally
powerful tribute to your loved one. The one
white dove may also be released among
several others, symbolizing the departed being
lovingly guided home by family and friends.
Special Care
As an option for those desiring that extra touch,
our Special Care program provides individualized
attention to your grave or lot beyond the general
care and maintenance provided to the overall
cemetery. You can ensure the neat appearance

of the grass and the care of ﬂowerbeds at an
additional annual cost. This service is offered from
June 1st to August 31st each year.
Vaults
Casket and urn vaults provide an added layer of
protection against exterior elements for the casket
or urn. There is a wide range of vaults, with various
degrees of reinforcement and design features.
Keepsakes
There are a variety of keepsake options that can
help you feel continually connected to a departed
loved one, and preserve their memory in a more
physical way. You may wish to store a small amount
of cremated remains or a lock of hair within a piece
of keepsake jewellery or a small keepsake urn. We
can help you ﬁnd just the right keepsake to
memorialize and keep a loved one close to heart.
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Interment Rights


Your cemetery options are many and varied,
but no matter what decisions you make, you need
to purchase interment rights. Purchasing interment
rights is what allows you to specify who may be
buried or entombed in the space, rather than
purchasing the grave/lot/cremation grave/crypt
or niche itself, which remains the property of
the cemetery. Interment rights include the right
to place a memorial where permitted.
Care and Maintenance
As prescribed by Ontario legislation, a portion of
the price of interment rights is contributed to the
Care and Maintenance Fund. The income generated
by the Fund is used to ensure the regular care and
maintenance of the cemetery grounds is maintained
in perpetuity.



Our Ten Cemeteries


Serving a diverse range of cultural and personal
preferences, each of our ten cemeteries plays
an integral part in the make-up of the community.
Wherever you live and whatever arrangements
you would like to discuss, Mount Pleasant Group
of Cemeteries can meet both your current and
future needs.
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Beechwood Cemetery


Beechwood Cemetery, renowned for its
tranquil setting and breathtaking mausolea,
has been serving the City of Vaughan and the
neighbouring community of Downsview
since 1965.
Surrounded by Beauty
Beechwood offers 99 acres of gently rolling
landscape contain a number of mature trees
and large, colourful ﬂowerbeds.

Your Options
There are a variety of burial options available
to suit your personal wishes, including graves
with ﬂat markers and upright monuments.
Beechwood also features four beautiful
mausolea providing the option for entombment.
Another stunning feature of the cemetery is
the veterans’ section, highlighted by a granite
veteran memorial.
If you choose cremation, there are several
peaceful areas for urn burial, including a stone
feature with surrounding markers, as well as
cremation lots adjacent to boulders and lovely
limestone walls. Both indoor and outdoor
niches are available, namely glass-fronted
niches in the Mausoleum of the Madonna and
granite-fronted niches in an elegant domed
outdoor columbarium. Cremated remains
can also be interred in a grave, family lot, or
cremation lot.

Mausoleum of the Madonna
In 2009, Beechwood Cemetery responded to
the continuing needs of the community by
opening the Mausoleum of the Madonna. With its
impressive 43,000 square feet of space, this
two-storey Italian-inspired building provides an
array of entombment options, including single,
companion, vertical companion and couch crypts.
A selection of bronze or stainless steel vases,
lamps and photo frames is also available.
The mausoleum features private family rooms
separated from the main corridors by locking glass
gates. A large skylight and magniﬁcent statuary,
including a 10-feet tall Welcoming Madonna in a
recessed alcove, highlight the central gathering hall.
The Mausoleum of the Madonna also features
an espresso lounge, atrium, elevator access to the
second ﬂoor and secured keypad access.



Duffin Meadows Cemetery


Dufﬁn Meadows is the newest of the Mount Pleasant
Group of Cemeteries, but its heritage and historic
location underscore much of Durham’s rich pioneer
past. Serving Ajax, Pickering and Scarborough
since 1993, and conveniently located just 15 minutes
east of Toronto, the site boasts natural valleys,
ponds, rolling meadows and mature trees that will
form the basis of many attractive features as the
cemetery develops over the coming years.
A Picturesque Environment Now and Forever
Dufﬁn Meadows was originally a farm, dating back
to the late 1800s, and the traditional rural character
of the area inﬂuences the development of these
grounds. The original farmhouse has even been
renovated and serves as the cemetery ofﬁce.
To date, only a portion of Dufﬁn Meadows’ 80-acre
site has been developed, but future expansion will
see this unique property’s country ﬂavour faithfully
incorporated into innovative burial, cremation and
memorialization options.

Your Options
There is a wide selection of ground burial options,
including single graves and larger lots, both of
which can be marked with a ﬂat memorial or upright
monument. A range of cremation lots and niches is
available for those who choose cremation, including
granite-fronted niches in columbaria surrounded
by lovely rose gardens and beautiful landscaping.
A stunning cemetery within a cemetery, the Garden
of Remembrance at Dufﬁn Meadows also offers
a variety of interment options in exquisite settings
for those choosing cremation.
Serving the Community
Mount Pleasant Group of Cemeteries has a tradition
of creating unique feature areas to serve the needs
of all cultures and faiths. In 2002, Dufﬁn Meadows
added a section designed speciﬁcally to meet the
needs of the Chinese community. Dufﬁn Meadows
also has a veterans’ section providing a lovely setting
for the burial of Canadian and Allied veterans and
their spouses.
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Elgin Mills Cemetery


Elgin Mills Cemetery has been providing service
to the town of Richmond Hill and the communities
of Markham, Aurora and Thornhill since 1979.
This stunning cemetery features a full range of
interment choices, a veterans’ section, and a
beautiful Funeral Centre.

Picturesque Setting
Elgin Mills boasts a large, natural setting in
a convenient location just north of Toronto off
Highway 404. The headwaters of the Rouge
River run through the east end of this vibrant
cemetery, adding to the tranquility of the
grounds. The numerous trees planted
throughout Elgin Mills include the “nuttery,” a
collection of nut-bearing trees that blossom in
the spring. The cemetery’s large ﬂowerbeds
are planted seasonally, which add to the
natural splendour of the environment.
Your Options
Elgin Mills has a wide variety of burial options,
including ﬂat marker graves, lots permitting
upright monuments and a veterans’ section.
For those who choose cremation, Elgin Mills
offers beautiful special feature areas for urn
burial, cremation graves next to granite walls,
a landscaped columbarium with granitefronted niches, and an indoor columbarium
with glass-fronted niches.

For entombment, Elgin Mills has the indoor
Mausoleum of the Heavens, featuring white
marble crypt fronts. The mausoleum also
features an extraordinary stained-glass window,
a hand-painted sky relief on the ceiling, heating,
air conditioning, and a choice of several bronze
vases, lamps and photo frames.
Funeral Centre
The convenient Funeral Centre at Elgin Mills
gives you the option of housing the visitation,
funeral, cremation, interment or memorial
service, as well as the reception all in one
stunning location. Our bright and open Funeral
Centre features two visitation rooms, and two
peaceful reception rooms each with a ﬁreplace
and access to an attractive outdoor patio.
The stunning gathering hall seats 200 people
and is notable for its magniﬁcent wooden arches
and three-storey high glass wall.



Meadowvale Cemetery


Meadowvale Cemetery is a beautiful 127-acre
property, notable for its two-acre wildlife
sanctuary, award-winning landscape
architecture and its stunning Garden of
Remembrance. Meadowvale has been
providing caring service to the cities of
Brampton, Mississauga and neighbouring
communities since 1981.

Your Options
Meadowvale offers a full range of services with
a wide variety of burial options. For those who
choose cremation, you have the option of cremation
lots or niches in the Garden of Remembrance or
scattering the ashes in our cremation ossuary.
Meadowvale Cemetery also features a natural burial
section adjacent to a wildlife preservation area,
offering families a way to return loved ones back to
the earth as naturally as possible. To promote the
natural burial process, embalming is not permitted,
biodegradable caskets, shrouds or urns must
be used, and burial vaults are not allowed.
The veterans’ section at Meadowvale houses
a stunning central sculpture entitled Conﬂict.
Also in this section is the Korea Veterans Wall of
Remembrance—a National Memorial with bronze
plaques commemorating 516 Canadians who
gave their lives in the Korean War.

The Garden of Remembrance
Our Garden of Remembrance offers a special place
of contemplation for people who choose cremation.
This breathtaking garden blends innovative options
with inspiring natural surroundings. The Garden
consists of three unique theme areas where ashes
can be buried or placed in a niche.
A central fountain feature marks the Eternal
Gardens, an area surrounded by low architectural
walls and ﬂoral gardens. Urns can be placed within
the walls or adjacent to them. Groups of niches
that accommodate urns are also found here, and
feature colourful combinations of granite fronts.
The treed area that surrounds the Eternal Gardens
is aptly named the Memorial Lawns, and features
cremation lots permitting upright granite
monuments. Secluded niches with bronze and
granite fronts overlook the large and peaceful
Pond of Reﬂection.

Funeral Centre
Our Funeral Centre combines the visitation,
funeral, cremation, interment or memorial
se rvice, and reception all in one beautiful
place. Natural light shines down through
the pointed rooftop windows of the twostorey Meadow Hall, offering guests a
sense of warmth and peace. Visitation and
reception rooms offer a quiet escape for
loved ones, and the outdoor patio allows for
a breath of fresh air.



Mount Pleasant Cemetery


One of Canada’s most historic cemeteries,
Mount Pleasant has served the Toronto
community since 1876. It is the ﬁnal resting
place of many prominent Canadians, as varied
as former prime minister William Lyon
Mackenzie King, Jennie Smillie-Robinson,
Canada’s ﬁrst female surgeon, popular Métis
artist Cecil Youngfox, and pianist Glenn Gould.
Mount Pleasant Cemetery is also home to the
stunning and spacious Garden of Remembrance
and a beautiful Visitation Centre.
Art and Nature
Mount Pleasant Cemetery is an open green
space with an abundant tree collection that
has grown into one of North America’s ﬁnest
arboretums. Large ﬂower gardens, birds and
other wildlife, contribute to the park-like
setting. The cemetery’s great natural beauty is
enhanced by an array of unique works of art,
sculptures and memorials found throughout
the grounds.

Your Options
Although Mount Pleasant is a historic cemetery,
new and desirable ground burial spaces of various
sizes and in various locations are still available.
Our ofﬁce would be glad to inform you of the
current selection.
Mount Pleasant Mausoleum is a classic example
of Georgian architecture featuring marble-fronted
crypts. There are two gathering halls located in
the mausoleum for services or personal reﬂection.
For those who choose cremation, cremated remains
can be placed in niches inside Mount Pleasant
Mausoleum, in outdoor niches in the spacious
Garden of Remembrance, or scattered in one of
the lovely memorial scattering areas.

The Garden of Remembrance
The Garden of Remembrance offers those who
choose cremation a ﬁnal resting place of great
beauty. This cemetery within a cemetery is
composed of six theme areas, each with distinct
memorialization options that reﬂect its distinctive
physical features.
The Gateway of Hope leads you into the garden
between granite-faced columbaria. The Eternal
Gardens form a central walkway to the fountain,
surrounded by ﬂowers and rose gardens. The Pool
of Reﬂection is the expansive centerpiece of
the Garden, which leads to a tranquil stream
named the River of Memories. Finally, a pathway
winds its way through the Forest of Remembrance,
where ashes may be buried among the stand of
mature trees. The Garden of Remembrance also
includes the Conservatory, a glass-roofed structure,
offering numerous granite-fronted niches in a
serene and uplifting environment.

Funeral Centre
The Funeral Centre gives you the convenience
of hosting the visitation, funeral, cremation,
interment or memorial service, and reception
all in one beautiful state-of-the-art facility.
It features a lovely two-and-a-half storey
gathering atrium to hold services, elegantly
designed visitation rooms and reception areas
with direct access to outdoor patios, and a
quaint coffee lounge.
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Pine Hills Cemetery


Providing service to the Scarborough and
southeast Toronto areas since 1928, Pine Hills
Cemetery features lush trees and a beautiful
natural setting that offers a peaceful ﬁnal
resting place.

A Natural Environment
Since its inception, more than 17,500 beautiful
trees and shrubs, such as white ash, maple,
black cherry and elm, have been planted in Pine
Hills Cemetery. Massey Creek meanders through
the property, colourful ﬂowerbeds decorate the
serene setting, and birds and other wildlife can
be seen in their natural habitat.
Your Options
A full range of burial options is available at
Pine Hills, with everything from single graves
to large family lots. For those who choose
cremation, there are cremation lots available in
several desirable feature areas. Ashes can also
be scattered in one of the memorial scattering
areas, along the nature walk or cremation
ossuary. For those who choose entombment,
the Mausoleum of the Risen Christ at Pine Hills
blends modern architectural features with oldworld craftsmanship into a state-of-the-art facility,
complete with Italian white marble crypt fronts
and an extraordinary statue of the Risen Christ.

Pine Hills is also home to a lovely veterans’
section, the largest in Canada dedicated to
Canadian and Allied veterans and their
spouses. Over 6,000 veterans are buried in
Pine Hills, and it is the site of an annual veterans’
pilgrimage each September.
Funeral Centre
The Funeral Centre at Pine Hills was the first
such facility established in Toronto, and is
unique to the Scarborough area. It allows you
to hold a visitation, funeral, cremation, interment
or memorial service, and reception all in one
comfortable location. The spacious reception
rooms are equipped with all the amenities you
require, and can accommodate 75 to 100 people.
The spacious gathering hall is characterized
by high ceilings, warm wood and stone décor,
and two large video screens providing optimal
view of the service. A full glass wall opening
to an outdoor landscaped courtyard allows
daylight to ﬁll the room, creating a comforting
atmosphere.
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Prospect Cemetery


Known as “The Cemetery on St. Clair,” Prospect
Cemetery has been providing caring service to the
western portion of the City of Toronto since 1890.
It is home to exquisite works by Canadian artists,
and special memorial features include the uniquely
beautiful Lights of the Madonna.

Art and Atmosphere
Over the years, the property’s wonderful
natural features have been incorporated into the
landscaping, making Prospect a peaceful green
space. It also features distinctive pieces of art,
including the veterans’ section’s cruciform
“Cross of Sacriﬁce” by architect Sir Edwin
Lutyens, and the court mausoleum’s stained
glass art by Canadian artist Mimi Gellman.
Your Options
Prospect Cemetery includes several mausolea
and offers a full range of services. If ground
burial is your preference, please check with our
ofﬁce about current availability. For those who
choose cremation, we offer cremation graves,
lovely glass-fronted niches in the St. Clair
Mausoleum, marble-fronted niches in the Hall
of Niches, and granite-fronted niches in the
Court Mausoleum. Prospect also offers the
unique Lights of the Madonna, a granite feature
located at the entrance to Prospect Court
Mausoleum. It features an elegant statue of

Madonna and Child, and decorative illuminated
lights with an inscription engraved on the plaque
below. Photoceramic portraits are also an option
with the Lights of the Madonna memorial.
Mausoleum of the Sacred Souls
This state-of-the-art mausoleum is a four-storey
building located 150m inside the St. Clair
entrance of Prospect. It features single and
companion marble-fronted crypts, a large family
area for reﬂection, numerous feature areas
with religious statuary imported from Italy, and
a magniﬁcent mosaic of The Last Supper.
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Thornton Cemetery


Thornton Cemetery has been serving the city of
Oshawa, the town of Whitby and neighbouring
communities since 1984. The natural park-like
setting at Thornton offers a peaceful ﬁnal resting
place, adorned with large ﬂowerbeds, and a
tranquil pond.

Scenic Surroundings
The open green space at Thornton Cemetery
creates a pastoral atmosphere that works in
harmony with the surrounding environment.
The site’s ongoing development is dedicated to
preserving the natural character and beauty of
the landscape for years to come.
Unique Architecture
The architecture and building materials of the
cemetery’s ofﬁce, chapel, crematorium and
mausoleum reﬂect the rural and religious
buildings of Oshawa’s history. The warm red
brick of the buildings, for example, is found in
many of the farm homes of the surrounding
countryside, and the main space for memorial
services features stained-glass works of art.

Your Options
Thornton Cemetery includes a wide selection
of burial arrangements. For those choosing
cremation, cremated remains may be buried
in a cremation grave or placed in a niche.
Options include wood or glass-fronted niches
in our indoor chapel columbaria, as well as
an assortment of outdoor columbaria with
granite-fronted niches. Thornton also has
cremation graves adjacent to walls upon which
a bronze marker can be placed, and another
granite columbarium with overhead trellises,
where colourful ﬂower baskets hang in the
summer. If desired, cremated remains can also
be scattered in the cremation ossuary.
The veterans’ section at Thornton, dedicated
to Canadian and Allied veterans and their
spouses, is distinguished by a memorial in the
form of a beautiful polished granite pyramid
set atop a base of rough-hewn granite.
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Toronto Necropolis


Characterized by breathtaking natural vistas and
distinctive architecture, the Toronto Necropolis is
one of the city’s oldest and most historic cemeteries,
providing service since 1850.

A Historic Site
The Necropolis is the ﬁnal resting place of many
prominent individuals, including Toronto’s ﬁrst
mayor, William Lyon Mackenzie, journalist
George Brown and John Ross Robertson,
founder of the Toronto Telegram newspaper.
Also buried here are Anderson Rufﬁn Abbot,
the ﬁrst Canadian-born black surgeon, and
world champion oarsman Ned Hanlan. Notable
is the monument to honour Samuel Lount and
Peter Matthews, hanged in 1838 for their roles
in the Mackenzie Rebellion.
Art and Architecture
The recently restored porte-cochère entrance
and chapel are some of Toronto’s ﬁnest
examples of High Victorian Gothic architecture.
Beautiful stained-glass windows grace the
interior of the chapel, making it a popular choice
for services. Our cremation scattering area
features a wonderful sculpture by Canadian
artist Juliet Jancso. The work depicts a family
of three and represents the Depression-era

Cabbagetown community. “Onward,” a sculpture
in polished black granite by Canadian artist
Kosso Eloul, forms a central feature for cremation
graves in another special area of the cemetery.
Your Options
For those interested in ground burial, there is
still limited space available at the Necropolis.
Please check with our ofﬁce for availability.
If cremation is your preference, there are
cremation lot areas as well as the marble-fronted
niches in our chapel columbarium. Cremated
remains can also be scattered in our memorial
scattering area, located in the perennial
ﬂowerbed and rose garden.
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York Cemetery


Home to the historic Michael Shepard House and
an innovative Visitation Centre, York Cemetery
has been providing a unique atmosphere and
caring service to North York and its neighbouring
communities since 1948.

Atmosphere and Architecture
Large ﬂowerbeds, blooming tulips, and
beautiful pieces of art colour York Cemetery’s
grounds, while the Michael Shepard House
reﬂects the site’s history. The two-storey brick
house was built in the early 1850s and is
an example of a Georgian-style rural dwelling.
The house, where a portion of the cemetery
ofﬁce is located, has been designated by the
Toronto Historical Board as having architectural
and historical signiﬁcance.
Your Options
York offers a wide selection of ground burial
alternatives, including single graves with ﬂat
markers and lots with upright monuments, and
lots for multiple graves. There is also a special
veterans’ section dedicated to Canadian and
Allied veterans and their spouses. The spacious
Garden of Remembrance, created for those
who choose cremation, offers a peaceful
outdoor resting place featuring cremation lots
and columbarium niches surrounded by
tranquil winding streams and granite memorial

boulders. We are also proud to welcome you to
Canada’s ﬁrst solar and geothermal powered
columbarium, created with both exterior granite
niches and interior glass-fronted niches.
Part of what makes York so special is the
development of speciﬁc areas to meet the needs
of the diverse cultures of the surrounding
communities. The knowledgeable professionals
at York speak a variety of languages and have
a wide range of experience serving families from
various backgrounds.
Funeral Centre
The Funeral Centre at York Cemetery allows
you to hold a visitation, funeral, cremation,
interment or memorial service, and reception
all in one beautiful location. This facility boasts
spacious visitation and reception rooms that
open onto a balcony patio. The magniﬁcent
gathering hall has a vaulted ceiling that lets
in abundant natural light, contributing to the
facility’s bright and open atmosphere.
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Beechwood Cemetery
7241 Jane Street
Vaughan, Ontario L4K 1A7
905 669 1827
1 800 408 6033

6

Pine Hills Cemetery
and Funeral Centre
625 Birchmount Road
Scarborough, Ontario M1K 1R1
416 267 8229

2

Duffin Meadows Cemetery
2505 Brock Road North, R.R. #1
Pickering, Ontario L1V 2P8
905 427 3385

7

Prospect Cemetery
1450 St. Clair Avenue West
Toronto, Ontario M6E 1C6
416 651 4040

3

Elgin Mills Cemetery,
Cremation and Funeral Centres
1591 Elgin Mills Road East
Richmond Hill, Ontario L4S 1M9
905 737 1720
1 866 293 1257

8

Thornton Cemetery
and Cremation Centre
1200 Thornton Road North
Oshawa, Ontario L1H 7K4
905 579 6787

9
4

Meadowvale Cemetery,
Cremation and Funeral Centres
7732 Mavis Road
Brampton, Ontario L6Y 5L5
905 451 3716

Toronto Necropolis
200 Winchester Street
Toronto, Ontario M4X 1B7
416 923 7911

5

10 York Cemetery
and Funeral Centre
160 Beecroft Road
North York, Ontario M2N 5Z5
416 221 3404

Mount Pleasant Cemetery,
Cremation and Funeral Centres
375 Mount Pleasant Road
Toronto, Ontario M4T 2V8
416 485 9129
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Meeting
your needs
at The Simple
Alternative
Celebrating a life.


The Simple Alternative
Funeral Centres

®

1


Since 1994, The Simple Alternative Funeral Centre in
Toronto has been helping families and individuals by
ensuring every service we create is special and reflective
of a life lived. Over the years, we have added funeral
centres in Mississauga and Pickering, allowing us to serve
communities across the GTA. We’ve been able to do
this through the continued demand for our specialized
service delivered by our caring, compassionate staff.
At The Simple Alternative, your peace of mind is our priority.
We are here to listen to all your questions, concerns and
ideas. We will work with you to understand how you would
most like to acknowledge the passing of your loved one.
Experienced in serving all faiths and cultures, our staff is
here to guide you, with no pressure, during an emotional
time for you and your loved ones.
“The staff were really considerate, sympathetic, professional and
warm…The service for the memorial ran exactly how we wanted it to;
it was a lovely service.” – Gregory G.
“Extremely helpful and patient and very knowledgeable…The
entire team was fantastic…They made the process as easy and
comfortable as could possibly be imagined.” – Dave S.
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Why Choose
The Simple Alternative?

Care, Compassion, Choice
At The Simple Alternative we don’t believe in a
“cookie cutter” type of funeral. We believe that
every person lives a unique life. We will help you
create an experience that is both reﬂective of
that life and meaningful to you.
It’s important for us to be able to communicate
and be familiar with the customs and rituals of
the families in our community, which is why we
take great pride in our diversity. Our staff has
been trained to work with our families to develop
a celebration that truly reﬂects an appreciation
of the life lived.
With natural light, warm colours, and comfortable
furnishings, our facilities provide you and your
guests with uplifting surroundings.
With three funeral centres across the Greater
Toronto Area we offer a full range of services.
If our ofﬁce hours are not convenient, or if you
are unable to come to us, we will come to you.
Alternatively, arrangements can be made over the

phone or through email. Contact The Simple
Alternative Funeral Centre nearest you, and ask to
have our staff visit you at your home or ofﬁce. This
can be done whether your needs are immediate
or whether you are interested in pre-planning.
At The Simple Alternative, our commitment is
to assist families at their most difﬁcult time with
compassion, understanding, dignity, and respect.
Through our belief in and commitment to these
values, we ensure the highest quality and most
caring services to all who come to us in their
time of need.
In addition, through our sister company Mount
Pleasant Group of Cemeteries, we can assist
you in meeting your cemetery needs. Whether
you are interested in burial or cremation we are
here to help.
“From the moment we walked in everyone
welcomed us with open arms. Everyone was
so comforting and all of our family and friends
couldn’t stop talking about how beautiful the
service was.” – Shirley B.

5

6



Our Locations:
Toronto


The Simple Alternative Funeral Centre – Toronto
opened to the North York community in 1994
at HWY 401 and Leslie Street. We were the ﬁrst
funeral provider to offer a true alternative to
traditional funeral homes. Recent renovations
enable us to better serve families who are looking
for a service in a warm and comfortable setting.
With contemporary furnishings and soft, soothing
colours, our goal is to help make your time with
us as comforting as possible. Our building is
fully wheelchair accessible and our washrooms
are equipped for the handicapped. A nondenominational chapel and large parking lot
will accommodate small to medium size groups.
Reception facilities are available for post
funeral gatherings.
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Our Locations:
Mississauga


The Simple Alternative Funeral Centre –
Mississauga, conveniently located near
Dixie Road and Eglinton Avenue East, opened in
1996. The community, west of Toronto, identiﬁed
a need for a funeral centre which offered an
alternative to the traditional funeral homes
in the area. Conveniently laid out on one ﬂoor,
we are wheelchair accessible and our
washrooms are equipped for the handicapped.
The atmosphere is bright and spacious and
the large windows offer natural light.
The non-denominational chapel is equipped
with state of the art audio-visual equipment
allowing families to personalize their service
with music, video tributes and recordings of
their service. We have two reception rooms for
yourconvenience, and our large parking lot
provides ample vehicle space.
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Our Locations:
Pickering


The Simple Alternative Funeral Centre –
Pickering joined our family of funeral centres in
2001 and is located on Brock Road just south of
HWY 401. Renovated in 2011, the facilities are
bright, warm and welcoming. In addition to our
intimate non-denominational chapel we provide
a large reception centre for post funeral and
memorial gatherings. We provide wheelchair
accessible facilities with washrooms equipped
for the handicapped. Our state of the art
audio-visual equipment allows families the
options of personalizing music, pictures and
video tributes.

9
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What to do When
a Death Occurs


Immediately following a death, you may be
overwhelmed by the many decisions you need
to make. The staff at The Simple Alternative
will guide you through making those decisions,
answering any questions you may have.
If the death is unexpected at home
 If the death is connected with a medical
emergency, dial 911 for emergency assistance.
Emergency personnel will direct you on what
steps to take.
 The coroner’s ofﬁce may be contacted. If so,
the coroner will come to your home to view
the body and speak with you. This is routine
and should not cause undue anxiety.
 Contact The Simple Alternative Funeral Centre
closest to you. We will make arrangements
to bring your loved one into our care and set
a mutually convenient time for you and your
family to come in and make arrangements.

11

If the death is expected at home

If the death occurs at a hospital

 Arrangements should be made in advance
with the attending physician, local community
palliative care program and The Simple
Alternative Funeral Centre.

 Contact The Simple Alternative Funeral
Centre closest to you. Once all the necessary
documentation has been completed, we will
coordinate with the hospital to bring your
loved one into our care.

 Once the death has occurred and the doctor
or attending nurse has completed the
necessary paperwork, contact The Simple
Alternative Funeral Centre closest to you.
We will make arrangements to bring your
loved one into our care and set a mutually
convenient time for you and your family to
come in and make arrangements.

 An appointment will be made which is mutually
convenient for you and your family to come in
and make funeral arrangements.
Toronto:

416-441-1580

Mississauga:

905-602-1580

Pickering:

905-686-5589
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Is a Ceremony Important?


After a loved one has died, a ceremony, whether
formal or informal, allows the surviving family
and friends a time to reﬂect on the life of the
deceased. A funeral, memorial service, or any
other type of gathering can be an important ﬁrst

step in acknowledging the death has occurred.
Even in times of great tragedy a special tribute
can be an important part of the memories that
we will keep forever. Those in attendance can
lend support and consolation to each other, and
in turn are given an opportunity to express the
love and respect they feel for the one they’ve lost.
At The Simple Alternative, we work with you to
accommodate any special requests you may
have. We ensure any ceremony you choose
celebrates the life of your loved one in a way that
will be most meaningful to you.
“Service is well planned with customer’s
wishes ﬁrst and foremost.” – Norman J.
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Types of Ceremonies


Our staff members pride themselves on seeking
to understand the life lived by the individual
being remembered. We can tailor a funeral or
memorial service for you, be it very traditional or
religious, or very modern and contemporary.
Services can be held virtually anywhere you
choose: at one of our non-denominational
chapels, at a religious location, the yacht club or
golf club. Your choice between casket burial or
entombment, or if you decide upon cremation,
will also play a part in the ceremony options
available to you.
For example, cremation is becoming an
increasingly popular choice. A decision to cremate
opens additional ceremony options such as
whether a casket or urn is to be present, or a
memorial or anniversary service is desired at
a later date. The options are many and our
knowledgeable staff can help you with them.
If cremation is unfamiliar to you, the next section
may help demystify the cremation process for you.

14



Cremation Demystified


Why choose cremation?
One of the advantages of cremation is that it
provides you with increased ﬂexibility when you
make your funeral and cemetery arrangements.
You might, for example, choose to have a funeral
service before cremation, a memorial service
after cremation with or without an urn present,
a memorial reception or a committal service
at the ﬁnal disposition of the cremated remains.
Services can be held in a place of worship,
at The Simple Alternative Funeral Centre, or a
place of special interest to you or your loved ones.
It is entirely up to you.

15

What will take place?
If required, prior to the cremation process,
specially trained staff will remove pacemakers
and deﬁbrillators. Those units are then disposed
in an appropriate manner.
The deceased arrives at the crematorium in a
casket or container made of wood or other
combustible material as required by law. There is
a very careful process in place to ensure the
accurate identity of the deceased throughout
the entire process.
Cremation is the process of eliminating all carbon
content by exposing the body to extremely high
temperatures. The body, in a casket or container
is placed into the cremation chamber. It is possible
to witness the cremation, and in some cultures
the ritual involves having a family member start
the cremation process. After approximately
90 minutes, all organic matter is consumed leaving
behind bone fragments (known as “cremated
remains” or “ashes”). The remains are then

processed into ﬁne particles and placed in an
urn or temporary container. The entire process
takes approximately three hours.
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Cremation Demystified


What can I do with the ashes?

Keepsakes

Ashes can be buried in an urn space, placed in
a columbarium above ground, buried in a family
grave, or taken home. Some individuals express
a desire to have their ashes scattered. This can
be done, however, there are legal considerations
depending on the location. The decision to scatter
also has lasting implications which should be
fully understood. Our sister company, Mount
Pleasant Group of Cemeteries, with 10 cemeteries
across the GTA will be able to discuss all of your
options with you.

If you would like to have a personal memento,
The Simple Alternative Funeral Centres offer
a variety of options including keepsake urns as
well as a selection of jewellery.

Urns to Suit All Tastes
There are a variety of urns available at each of
The Simple Alternative Funeral Centres. Many may
be personalized with inscriptions and can be made
to reﬂect favourite hobbies. Urns come in a variety
of materials, i.e., bronze, marble, glass, wood, etc.

You may wish to keep a small amount of cremated
remains within a piece of keepsake jewellery.
Various shapes are available in pewter, brass,
silver or gold. Alternatively, a thumb print of your
loved one may be taken and imprinted on one
side of the charm and engraving can be done on
the reverse.
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What Are The Benefits
of Pre-Planning


Pre-planning ﬁnal arrangements has many
beneﬁts for you and your loved ones. Here are
some reasons to consider pre-planning:
Peace of Mind
Leaving your family and friends with a clear idea of
your intentions avoids a great deal of uncertainty
for them and assures your ﬁnal wishes will be
honoured. Pre-planning for a loved one who is ill
allows you to focus on their end of life care,
knowing that when the time comes, we are only
a phone call away.
Financial Advantage
Pre-planning relieves your family of the ﬁnancial
burden of funeral expenses. As well, you pay in
today’s dollars at today’s prices.

Providing Information
While organizing ﬁnal arrangements, a great
deal of information is needed. Pre-planning
gives you time to ﬁnd this information and have
it recorded for when it is needed. The more you
do now, the easier it will be for you or your loved
ones when the time comes.
If at any time you have any questions or would
like to discuss what options are available,
our pre-planning professionals will be pleased to
speak with you. They will meet you in your home,
or any place that is convenient to you, at no cost
and no obligation.
“Everything was handled very professionally
and with empathy. We weren’t pressured or
oversold.” – Marie P.

Time to Make Decisions
By pre-planning, you are able to take time to
decide what services are important and which
will work within your family’s ﬁnancial means.

“You took good care of my husband. I am sure
you will do the same for me.” – Peggy C.

19



How Do You Talk
About Death?


How do you initiate a conversation about
pre-planning? Here are some suggestions:
When asked to be the executor of a will
This provides an opportunity to start the
discussion about pre-planning.
They are seriously ill
Some people may feel as though talking about
ﬁnal arrangements is giving up hope. It may be
helpful to gently ask if they would like to start
talking about funeral plans so that their wishes
may be honoured.
Attending a funeral
When going to a funeral or a cemetery, this may
be an ideal time to start the discussion of a loved
one’s ﬁnal wishes.
Not everyone wants to talk about their
funeral plans
It is common to feel there is never a “right time” to

bring up the topic of pre-planning. Some people
may feel uncomfortable with the subject of
their own death or ﬁnd it difﬁcult to express what
they want. Others may say “I don’t want anything,”
because they don’t want to be a burden to those
they leave behind. Perhaps letting them know
how important it may be to say a ﬁnal goodbye
will get the discussion going. However, if they are
not prepared to talk about it, their feelings need
to be respected. When they are ready, they will
raise the topic themselves.
It can be difﬁcult, but discussing funeral preplanning can beneﬁt everyone. It removes the
pressure of making emotional decisions at a
difﬁcult time while ensuring one’s ﬁnal wishes
are as one would have wanted. Whether thinking
of pre-arranging for yourself or for a loved one,
please know that we are here to answer any
questions you may have so that you may
understand all your options, make informed
decisions and have peace of mind.

0
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What Are My
Payment Options?


Payment Options

Our Guarantees

At Time Of Death

Pre-Planned Service Guarantee

The Simple Alternative Funeral Centres offer
ﬂexible payment methods.
 Payment methods include cash, cheque,
credit (Visa/MasterCard), or debit card.
 We require a 50% deposit at time of
arrangement and 50% on the day of service.

At The Simple Alternative, we stand behind our
guarantee that, if at the time of death, the cost
of providing our services to you is more than the
price you paid plus the accumulated interest, we
will pay the difference.

Pre-Planning
 Various time-payment plans are available.
Interest may be charged depending on the
length of the contract.
 Should the death occur before all payments
on the prearranged contract have been made,
the balance is required to be paid in full.

Further, if at the time of death, the cost of
providing our services to you is less than the
price you paid plus the accumulated interest,
we will refund the difference to your estate.
Also at the time of need, if you are not
completely satisﬁed with any portion of
our service we will refund you the cost of
that service.

22
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Our Staff Is Here To Help


Our knowledgeable and professional staff
is familiar with the diverse traditions of the
customers we serve, and will help ensure that
your unique preferences are accommodated.
Talk to us today and we’ll explain all your
funeral options and help you through your
immediate or pre-arrangement needs.

24



Three Locations
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The Simple Alternative
Funeral Centres - Toronto
275 Lesmill Road
Toronto, ON M3B 2V1
416 441 1580

2

The Simple Alternative
Funeral Centres - Mississauga
1535 South Gateway Road
Mississauga, ON L4W 5J1
905 602 1580

3

The Simple Alternative
Funeral Centres - Pickering
1057 Brock Road
Pickering, ON L1W 3T7
905 686 5589

thesimplealternative.ca

2232-00-0216
®

Canadian Memorial Services operating as
The Simple Alternative Funeral Centres.

Printed in Canada on environmentally friendly paper

The Simple Alternative
Funeral Centres

2230-00-0216


Elgin Mills Cemetery,
Cremation and
Funeral Centres
1591 Elgin Mills Road East
Richmond Hill, Ontario L4S 1M9
905 737 1720

Pine Hills Cemetery
and Funeral Centre
625 Birchmount Road
Scarborough, Ontario M1K 1R1
416 267 8229

Mount Pleasant Cemetery,
Cremation and
Funeral Centres
375 Mount Pleasant Road
Toronto, Ontario M4T 2V8
416 485 5572

mountpleasantgroup.com



Mount Pleasant
Group of Cemeteries
Funeral services provided by Canadian Memorial Services, a Mount Pleasant Group of Cemeteries affiliate.

Printed in Canada on environmentally friendly paper

York Cemetery
and Funeral Centre
160 Beecroft Road
North York, Ontario M2N 5Z5
416 221 3404

Meadowvale Cemetery,
Cremation and
Funeral Centres
7732 Mavis Road
Brampton, Ontario L6Y 5L5
905 451 3716



Your
personal
guide to
Funeral
Centres
Bringing together everything
and everyone under one roof.


Mount Pleasant
Group of Cemeteries
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Life is not measured by
the number of breaths we
take, but by the moments
that take our breath away.
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Funeral Centres offer
a peaceful goodbye that
simply makes sense.

Pre-plan now to
ensure everything is
taken care of later.




Saying a ﬁnal goodbye to a loved one is never easy.
And it’s certainly not a time for complicated planning,
logistics or last-minute decisions. Which is why Mount
Pleasant Group of Cemeteries offers ﬁve beautiful
Funeral Centres located throughout the Greater
Toronto Area.
Funeral Centres are unique in that they meet your
visitation, funeral, reception and cemetery needs
all in one beautiful serene setting. In that way, your
loved ones are saved the disruption of moving about
the city at their most emotional time.
Our modern, state-of-the-art facilities provide a
comfortable, bright environment, and can be
individually customized around your ﬁnal wishes—
however traditional or contemporary.
Whether you are making arrangements for yourself
or for a loved one, we can help tailor them to reﬂect
the life lived. To learn more about everything we have
to offer, talk to one of our expert staff who will walk
you through each step of the process.

Although planning your ﬁnal arrangements can
be hard to think about, consider this, it’s the last
impression you’ll leave with your loved ones.
Pre-planning allows you to be remembered exactly
how you want. You control the details and you gain
peace of mind knowing everything will be taken care
of exactly the way you want when the time comes.
Most of all, it allows your loved ones to grieve without
having the additional emotional or ﬁnancial burden
of making difﬁcult choices.
Talk to us today and gain a better understanding
of the options available to you. Consider it an
opportunity to weigh the options, make ﬁrm
decisions and prepare the service you envision.
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Meadowvale Cemetery


Our most recent addition, this Funeral Centre
opened its doors in May 2010. And it is spectacular
in all regards. The two-storey Meadow Hall soars
overhead while still offering a sense of intimacy and
warmth. Vistation and reception rooms offer a quiet
escape for loved ones. Our outdoor patio allows
guests to get a breath of fresh air without having to
go far. The latest audiovisual technology allows you
to choose your own musical selection appropriate
for the service. And Meadowvale’s spacious grounds
contain a two-acre wildlife sanctuary, complete with
a viewing platform.

If you would like more information about
Meadowvale Funeral Centre or if you would like
a guided tour, please call us at 905 451 3716.
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Mount Pleasant Cemetery


One of Canada’s most historic cemeteries, serving
the Toronto community since 1876, Mount Pleasant
is our most recognized location. Peaceful, sheltered
and centrally located, it is the ﬁnal resting place
of many prominent Canadians. Wrought-iron gates
enclose lush foliage-lined footpaths that offer a
quiet place for reﬂection. And the Funeral Centre
itself opened in the fall of 2009 to the accolade of
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED) silver rating. The hallmark of this location
is the beautiful two-and-a-half storey sun-ﬁlled
Sugar Maple Hall with balcony that can be set up
to accommodate a variety of faiths. Modern features
include ample vehicle parking, state-of-the-art
audiovisual technology and elegantly designed
visitation and reception rooms that can cater to
any number of guests.

If you would like more information about
Mount Pleasant Funeral Centre or if you would
like a guided tour, please call us at 416 485 5572.
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Elgin Mills Cemetery


Opened in 2000, this bright modern facility offers
lush natural surroundings. The headwaters of
the Rouge River run through the east end of this
vibrant cemetery. And numerous trees, which
blossom every spring, offer privacy and seclusion.
Large ﬂowerbeds are planted seasonally, and
feeding stations attract both birds and wildlife.
The Funeral Centre’s three-storey high glass wall
ensures that the large gathering space is bathed
in natural light. And to make the reception and
visitation room as welcoming and cozy as possible,
each features ample seating area and a ﬁreplace.

If you would like more information about
Elgin Mills Funeral Centre or if you would like
a guided tour, please call us at 905 737 1720.
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York Cemetery


Upon entering the grounds of York, your spirits will
be lifted by colourful ﬂowerbeds and a collection of
sculptures dotting the property. Look inside our facility
and you’ll discover an open yet warm atmosphere
that can serve as an ideal venue for whatever service
you desire. Spacious visitation and reception rooms,
as well as an adjacent outdoor patio, create quiet
sanctuaries for guests. And the large gathering hall
boasts a magniﬁcent vaulted ceiling that’s ﬁlled with
light. In order to meet the diverse cultural needs of
the surrounding communities, York’s staff members
speak a number of different languages.

If you would like more information about
York Funeral Centre or if you would like a
guided tour, please call us at 416 221 3404.
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Pine Hills Cemetery


This serene location was the ﬁrst Funeral
Centre to be established in Toronto. Unique to the
Scarborough area, the gathering hall can be set
up according to various faiths and is marked
by warm wood, stone décor and a full glass wall
with vistas to the garden. High ceilings create a
bright and open atmosphere that allows sunlight
to stream in. And you’ll ﬁnd comfortable multifunctional visitation and reception rooms in which
you can pay respects. On the grounds, you’ll be
greeted by a host of trees and shrubs such as
White Ash, Maple, Black Cherry and Elm. To add
to the serenity, a gentle creek meanders through
the property where birds and other wildlife can be
seen. Pine Hills is also notable for its multicultural
staff who speak a variety of languages.

If you would like more information about
Pine Hills Funeral Centre or if you would like
a guided tour, please call us at 416 267 8229.
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Cremation Options

Burial Options





Cremation is increasingly chosen as an option for
commemoration. Many who choose cremation
also choose a lasting memorial, as well as a place for
family and friends to pay tribute and remembrance.
Ashes contained in an urn are often placed in a
columbarium above ground. Alternatively, the urn
can be buried within a family grave or in a cremation
grave among one of our many cremation areas.

The more traditional option is burial. Whether
you choose a single grave or a larger lot that
accommodates more space, you can select
between a ﬂat marker, a bronze marker, an
inscription on a wall, or an upright monument.
All are beautiful in their own regard and offer
unique ways to pay tribute to loved ones.
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Our staff is here to help.


Our knowledgeable and professional Pre-Planning
Advisors are familiar with the diverse traditions
of the customers we serve, and will help ensure that
your unique preferences are accommodated.
Talk to us today and we’ll explain all your burial
or cremation options, assist with memorial items and
take you through any of our Funeral Centres.

